A MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE

BROADCAST JUNE 17, 1940

June 5.      The Germans attack on the Somme and Aisne.

June 6.     M. Daladier dropped from the French Cabinet.

June 10.    Italy declares war on France and Britain.

June II.    First R.A.F. raids on Libya.   Fighting in Somahland.

June 12,    Rouen and Rheimsfall.

June 13,    The British Government promises the utmost help in their

power to France and renew their pledge to continue the

struggle.
June 14.    The Germans occupy Paris, and make rapid progress

through Champagne.
June 16.    M. Reynaud resigns and Marshal Petain forms a new

Government*   German troops near Dijon.
June 17.    Marshal Petain sues for peace.

[June 17, 1940.

THE news from France is very bad and I grieve for the gallant
French people who have fallen into this terrible misfortune.
Nothing will alter our feelings towards them or our faith that the
genius of France will rise again. What has happened in France
makes no difference to our actions and purpose. We have become
the sole champions now in arms to defend the world cause. We
shall do our best to be worthy of this high honour. We shall defend
our island home and with the British Empire we shall fight on
unconquerable until the curse of Hitler is lifted from the brows of
mankind. We are sure that in the end all will come right.
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